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Veteran of
the Civil
Rights
Movement

What’s
wrong with
‘all lives
matter?’

Mayor Rick Kriseman, Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin and Nikki Gaskin-Capehart

Ruby Hell Sales




BY FRANK DROUZAS
BY SKYLA LUCKEY

BY FRANK DROUZAS

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST.PETERSBURG— Ruby
Nell Sales, a nationally recognized human rights activist,
public theologian, educator
and social critic, spoke Mon.,
Jan. 11 as part of the 2016 Heritage Lecture Series, presented by Pastor Clarence
Williams from Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church and the
Cross & Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Before Sales took the
stage at the Allstate campus of
St. Petersburg College, Dr.
Wilmer Leon III, political commentator and nationally syndicated radio host, read the
moving poem “The Slave Auction” by Frances Ellen
Watkins Harper because he
said “for most of us in this
See SALES, page 6

Charles Blow

ST. PETERSBURG –
More than 350 people
packed into a pitched tent
in front of the Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum awaiting to
hear the Kriseman administration plans for south St.
Petersburg.
The first of its kind, the
administration decided to
give a progress report on

the city’s efforts while residents dined on a free
catered meal.
Kriseman announced
that his administration will
find $1 million in the city’s
budget to invest in young
black males.
“So many of our issues
in south St. Petersburg are
tied
to
generational
poverty—a deficit of the
resources required to pursue the self-actualization
that is implied in our vi-

sion of a city of opportunity,” said Deputy Mayor
Dr. Kanika Tomalin, who
came up with the idea of a
city dinner.
Tomalin stated that the
city needs to be more focused on insuring residents are ready to
optimize these opportunities when they occur. The
city has created higher
wage jobs since her time
in office, but she asked
what good are these jobs if

residents do not meet the
qualifications to get or
hold them?
“We have work to do,”
said Tomalin.
The responsibility of
finding $1 million in the
city’s budget to improve
south St. Petersburg has
been delegated to city
leaders, and Kriseman is
sure that Tomalin and City
Administrator Gary CornSee STATE, pages 5

Unifying the community
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The community came out
by the hundreds to witness the late India Nicole
Welch’s vision of unity.
The inaugural Goodbye
Fear, Hello Victory Unity
Festival held at Gibbs
High School last Sat., Jan.
9 was a resounding success.
“We are here because

India Welch had a vision,”
said former Mayor Rick
Baker. “She had a vision
for our community; she
had a love for our community. She had a vision for
what it could be and how it
could be something better
and different than it is
today.”
India’s vision was to
unite the community, and
that she did. Old and
See UNIFY, page 4

Pastor Ricardo Welch

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – As
part of the 2016 Heritage
Lecture Series, Greater Mt.
Zion AME and Cross &
Anvil Human Services
brought to St. Pete three
days of very distinguished
national speakers to discuss a variety of topics related to the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Author and New York
Times columnist Charles
Blow spoke to local middle
and high schoolers along
with young men from Pinellas County Job Corps.
Tues., Jan. 12 at the Allstate
campus of St. Petersburg
College.
Blow writes frequently
about politics, public opinion and social justice in his
op-ed column. He joined
the Times as a graphic editor in 1994 and became the
paper’s design director for
news before leaving in 2006
to become the art director
of National Geographic
magazine before moving
over to write opinion
columns in 2008.
See BLOW, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fatherlessness: Black fatherlessness in St. Petersburg
ST. PETERSBURG –
Black fatherlessness worse
in St. Pete than the rest of
Florida and America
City leaders awaken to
the reality that fatherlessness is a huge factor in
school failure and violence.
By now, thousands of
voices have vented outrage
over the “Failure Factories”
article published by the
Tampa Bay Times in August 2015, blasting to the
world that South St. Petersburg is “the most concentrated site of academic
failure in all of Florida.”
At five area elementary
schools, nine in 10 children
are failing reading, math or
both. And unlike prior highprofile embarrassments
over the achievement gap,
this time, reporters pointed
with precision to the school
district’s role in the tragic
results.
But alongside the overdue “day of reckoning” for
district leaders, there is an
urgent reality that city leaders are only beginning to

factor into solutions:
Fatherlessness
has
reached pandemic proportions in St. Petersburg’s
African American community. In 2013, the rate of
black babies born to single
mothers and later raised by
single moms was higher
than almost anywhere else
in Florida.
St. Petersburg had the
highest illegitimate birth
rate for black children
among Florida’s 10 largest
cities (86 percent versus 62
percent across Florida).
And the situation is
worse in the area surrounding the five failing schools
(the Midtown and Childs
Park communities).
There, over the past five
years of Census data, 88
percent of all African American babies were born to
unwed moms (effectively
nine out of 10)! In 2014, the
illegitimate birth rate
reached 100 percent in six
of nine of the area’s census
tracts.
Research shows an

alarming uptick in the problem in recent years. From
2008 to 2014, the number of
African American babies
born to unwed mothers in
St. Petersburg grew by 62
percent.
This was in sharp contrast to four percent growth
across the rest of Florida
and a three percent decline
nationwide in illegitimate
births among African
Americans.
And it happened over

the precise same timeframe
when student performance
in
Southside
schools
dropped precipitously.
The community’s elementary schools fell from
an average “B” grade in
2009 to an overall “D+” in
2014.
As it stands, a recent
analysis of Florida’s 10
largest cities shows St. Petersburg with the highest
share of black babies born
to unwed mothers (86 percent), as well as the highest
share of black children
being raised by single
moms (67 percent).
A drill-down into the
data confirms that the
heart of the problem lay in
Midtown and Childs Park
(which comprise the new
South St. Petersburg Community
Redevelopment
Area, “CRA”).
In a pattern that mirrors
the concentrations of youth
violence and school failure,
the tiny 7.4 square mile

area makes up only 12 percent of the city’s landmass,
but is home to over half - 52
percent - of all African
American children in St.
Petersburg who live with
single mothers.
For perspective sake,
over 72 percent of African
American children in the
CRA live in families led by
unmarried women compared to only 21 percent for
white children throughout
St. Petersburg.

How far-reaching is
black fatherlessness in St.
Petersburg?
In 2010, there were
close to 11,000 black children in the city living in
households led by single
women (10,946 to be precise, according to the Census). LK 2014
An overwhelming majority of African American
families in poverty are
headed by single women
(84 percent).

One Church One Child of Florida, Inc.
Photo Credit: Children’s Board Heart Gallery Tampa Bay, photo by Tara Slusher

One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c)3 organization, operating statewide in partnership with the Department
of Children and Families
and Local Community
Based Lead Agencies and
their providers in recruitment of adoptive and foster
families and local churches
to partner in supporting
children in foster care and
local families through
Church Watch-Care Ministries.
One Church One Child
of Florida acknowledges
the children who need a
permanent family. The series continues featuring
children all over Florida
who are waiting in foster
care for a forever loving
family to call their own.
January’s child is high-

lighted in this article. Continue to pray for him and
consider making him a part
of your family through
adoption or a part of your
church through Project
Watch-Care, for support
and mentoring.
Meet J. J.
There are a lot of things
J. J. loves, but nothing
more than the freedom and
fun he finds on a mini-bike.
He’s happiest when he’s
outdoors — whether he’s
running or mowing the
lawn or riding bikes — and
he’d love to be part of an active family to share that
with.
He does well in school,
especially in math, and
when he grows up he’d like
to be a mechanic; although,
with his uncanny skills of
negotiation, he’d make an

The Weekly Challenger
 

excellent lawyer. J. J. has
strived over the past few
years to make positive
changes in his life and he
would benefit greatly from
the consistent love and encouragement found in a forever family.
He’ll do best in a patient
home that has plenty of
time to devote to him.
If you are interested in
knowing more about J.J.
and other children in foster
care available for adoption,
or if you would like to become a foster parent, mentor, partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida at
(813)
740-0210
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more info, got to
www.ococfl.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Students are getting taken for a ‘free’ ride
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER —Pinellas Technical College (PTC)
and the Pinellas Suncoast
Transit Authority (PSTA)
announced a partnership
that will bring free bus rides
to students and staff members Mon., Jan 11 at the
Clearwater campus of PTC.
The partnership allows
for any PTC student or staff
member to ride PSTA buses
free by simply showing
their ID.
“The students here at
PTC will ride for free not
just for going to school, but
anytime seven days a
week,” said Brad Miller,
CEO of PSTA. “You can ride
to the beach, to the movies,
out at night or maybe to
school if you want.”
With more than 3,000
students attending both the
St. Petersburg and Clearwater campuses, this partnership strikes a blow at one of
the biggest obstacles adult
students face—transportation.
“You need to be in
school to be able to achieve,
said Mark Hunt, Executive
Director of Career Technical & Adult Education.
“We’re so proud to be able
to take the challenge of
transportation off of the list
of challenges.”
Boe Norwood, director
of PTC’s St. Petersburg
campus said that students
who do not have transportation now have more options
on courses available. “The
good thing about this is that
it gives you options. Lots of
times students walk to the

St. Pete campus and they
look at the classes that are
offered, well we might not
have that class,” said Norwood, who explained that
many students settle for
courses at one campus or
another because they have
transportation challenges.
“They have options now.
This gives them an opportunity to go and take a class
they really want and not
have to settle,” he said.
Norwood also thanked
Arlene Corbin, director of
PTC Clearwater, for getting
the ball rolling on the
process to partner with
PSTA.
With this partnership,
students such as Sarah Crofoot can get much needed
help in achieving their career goals. After almost losing her life in a car accident,
she found herself in dire
straits.
“I didn’t have a home; I
didn’t have a job; I didn’t
have a car. I had no way to
get back to school and unfortunately I had to take
time off,” said Crofoot.
When she was told by a
counselor about the partnership PTC would soon
form with PSTA, she knew
she could enroll back in
school and finish her degree. She plans to graduate
in a couple of months.
PSTA’s new Universal
Pass Program, also called UPass, allows agencies, major
employers, schools and universities to pay PSTA an annual rate in exchange for
unlimited public transit access for their employees or
students. The Pinellas
County School District will

Brad Miller,
PSTA CEO

flip the bill for PTC’s students.
Northeast High School
student AC Lindsey is also
dually enrolled at PTC in
the cosmetology program.
His grandmother takes care
of him and his two sisters all
while having no vehicle.
“It’s very hard for her,”
Lindsey said. By using the
U-Pass, he now saves approximately $45 a month on
getting back and forth to
school.
Employees of PTC are
also taking advantage of the
U-Pass. A plant operator at
the St. Petersburg Campus,
Victor Kelty said, “I use to
walk to work hot and
sweaty, now I can ride the
bus in style.”
Student Kathryn Lynn
has more than just transportation problems, she’s
homeless. She is enrolled in
the jewelry-making class at
the St. Pete campus and was

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that Mount Zion Human Services, Inc. will receive sealed bids from a General
Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the renovation of a licensed child care facility
at 958 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings, Specifications
and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the Office of: Hayes/Cummings, P.A.,
2210 Central Avenue, Suite 100, St. Petersburg, FL (727) 321-0900.
Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents at the office of the
Architect, Andrew "Andy" Hayes, A1A, LEED, AP, in addition to receiving one (1) set at no charge.
Additional sets may be purchased directly from Hayes/Cummings, P.A., 2210 Central Avenue, Suite 100,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 (727) 321-0900.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held on January 25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at the job site which is 950/958
20th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. Sealed bids will be received at the office of the Owner: Mount Zion
Human Services, Inc., 945 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. Bids will be received until 2:00 p.m. on
February 23, 2016. A public bid opening will take place immediately following the receipt of the sealed
bids at 2:00 p.m.
All questions are to be directed to Andrew "Andy" Hayes, Architect, at Hayes/Cummings, P.A., 2210
Central Avenue, Suite 100, St. Petersburg, FL (727) 321-0900. The last date for questions to be accepted,
in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda is February 16, 2016.
All bids must be submitted on the Proposal Form as furnished and must be accompanied by a Bid Bond,
Certified Check, Cashier's Check, Treasurers Check or Bank Draft in a sum not less than five percent
(5%) of the amount of the Bid, as a guarantee that the Bidder will enter into an agreement with the Owner
if his/her bid is accepted. Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders
must be General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida Statue
Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in any bid whenever
such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if made, will be to the bidder whose bid
is most advantageous to the Owner; price and other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion
of the Owner.

Mark Hunt,
Executive Director –
Career Technical &
Adult Education

Sarah Crofoot,
PTC student

AC Lindsey,
PTC/Northeast High
School Dual Enrollment
student

L-R, Boe Norwood, Director – Pinellas Technical College, St. Petersburg
Kathryn Lynn, PTC student and Victor Kelty, PTC staff member.
spending more than $60 on
bus fare.
“I love making jewelry,”
said Lynn. “I never know
where I will end up from
one day to the next, but one
thing that will always bring
me comfort is my art.”
After having to choose

between a bus pass or a
meal on many occasions,
Lynn can finally have both.
“PTC is invested in their
students’ well-being and
their life situations, and this
U-Pass is a tremendous benefit,” she said.
Students, staff mem-

bers, city officials and
school board members
present were all invited to
the parking lot to check out
the new hybrid turbo diesel
bus. Riders will be cruising
in style while reducing pollutants emitted into the air.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Goodbye Fear, Hello Victory Unity Festival
From UNIFY, page 1

young, black and white all
conspired to make the festival a huge success.
“This is the vision of my
middle baby,” said Pastor Ricardo Welch of Prayer
Tower Church of God and
Christ. Her vision was to
unite musicians, businesses,
entrepreneurs and people in
the community to come together and make it a better
place to live.
“It doesn’t depend on
your creed, your color, your
culture, you domination or
your affiliation, but we as
God’s people coming together and showing that we
can do more together than
apart,” he said.
Pastor Welch remarked
that the last conversation he

had with India about the
event was very inspiring.
She said the main reason
she was planning the festival
was because she wanted to
make God famous simply by
doing what he commanded
of us.
“His greatest commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself. If we love
everybody and we unify, we
can do great things in the
community, in the Tampa
Bay area and it can spread
beyond just this festival. I believe it can be universal,” he
said.
Last August, India and
her two sisters, La’Mour and
Tehira, along with family
friend, Antwayne Robinson,
were killed in a tragic car ac-

cident on State Road 70 in
Desoto County while traveling home from a religious
convention. Months before
that heartbreaking afternoon, however, India had already started planning for
the festival.
When calling vendors
and musicians to participate,
event coordinator Donna
Welch said India had already
contacted most of them last
July. She said India basically
planned the event; they just
had to set the date.
Proceeds from the festival will go into a scholarship
fund so that India’s vision
will continue on.
“She loved to sew into
other people and give back
to those who were coming

up behind her,” said India’s
close friend and marketing
coordinator for the festival,
Nicole Phillip. She added
that Pastor Welch is building
a committee that will handle
the scholarship application
process.
A huge proponent in
supporting businesses in
the black community, India
had a mission called India
Nicole Welch Supports
where she would patronize
local business and share pictures and her experiences
on social media. When her
followers saw #IndiaNicoleWelchSupports, they
knew it was a trusted business.
At the festival, local businesses were in no shortage.

From food and clothing to
health and education services, more than 30 vendors
were present.
Lillie Welch, La’Mour’s
mother, and Darlene Welch,
India’s and Tehira’s mother,
were both present at the festival.
“What some view as a
tragedy, it’s really God using
them to bring people together,” said Lillie, who was
charged with the task of
keeping an eye on La’Mour’s three children:
Jemil, Janiyah and Jaiel.
Also sitting front and
center was Antwayne Robinson’s mother. Pastor Welch
revealed that Antwayne told
him hours before his death
that he was going to marry

India.
“I said, ‘we’ll talk about
this when we get back
home.’ As God would have
it, they are together eternally,” said Pastor Welch.
Not even heavy rains
could stop India’s vision
from coming to life. Instead
of going home, festival goers
packed into Gibbs’ large
cafeteria and continued the
afternoon.
“I believe that right now
they are shining and smiling
down on us knowing that we
have come together to not
look at who we are and what
we do, but we have come together to celebrate one
cause, and that is to unify,”
said Pastor Welch.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2016
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Investing in community
From STATE, page 1

well will make it happen.
“Nowhere in St. Petersburg is more attention
needed,” Kriseman said.
“Where there is disproportionate need, we must invest
disproportionately in order
to move ahead equitably.”
Decades of disenfranchisement south of Central
Avenue means that there is
more need, and Kriseman
feels that they are answering that need with more focused resources, such as
the Southside Community
Redevelopment Area, wraparound service partnerships with the 20/20 Plan,
the Pinellas County Urban
League, the Pinellas Opportunity Council and the opening
of
the
Pinellas

Ex-Offender Reentry Collation.
“We are working to
change the story in a way
that will never be undone,”
said Kriseman.
There have been seven
lives lost to gun violence
since Nov. 10, all of them
young black boys and men.
“What you should know
is that this is the issue that I
care most about. Not the
Pier or a baseball team. I
care about people’s lives,”
he said to a round of applause.
“The shootings that
shake our community the
most ring out from a
weapon much more menacing than any gun,” Kriseman said adding that he

believes if the city deals with
disenfranchisement and despair that the shootings and
robberies will diminish.
With the million-dollar
investment, a taskforce will
be assembled to chart a
course towards solutions
that will make a difference
for the community’s youths.
Community members will
also be a part of that group.
Kriseman shared in an
exclusive interview with
The Weekly Challenger his
2016 plans for St. Petersburg, and expressed that
closing the achievement
gap between black and
white students is high priority.
Although the city is limited to what it can do, he be-

lieves that the city government should not only have a
partnership with the Pinellas County School Board,
but also with the community.
With the hiring of Leah
McRae, the director of education, her position is to be
a liaison between the school
system, the city and community. Kriseman also
meets regularly with the superintendent for school improvement discussions.
A school plan currently
in the works for high school
students is the service
learning plan, which partners local high school students with colleges such as
Eckerd, St. Pete College
and the University of South

Florida-St. Pete.
“We are doing anti-bullying programs because we
know that if the classroom
environment isn’t safe, it’s
very difficult for teachers to
teach and more importantly,
it’s difficult for students to
feel safe and learn,” he said.
“If we don’t have kids
who have hope, we’re going
to lose them to crime,”
Kriseman said.
He went on to say that
that without educated children, recruiting businesses
to the community will be
difficult because companies
will look for an educated
workforce. On that same
note, businesses will bypass
the area if the schools are
substandard. No one will re-

locate to area where the
schools are failing.
Kriseman is also turning
his attention to the Skyway
Marina District in 2016. He
said the city is currently in
discussions with potential
companies, and encourages
businesses to explore options for opportunity in the
area, which is located at the
southernmost point of 34th
Street South.
He believes that this district has more potential for
growth than downtown. It is
a prime area for restaurants
and business and once one
plants its roots there, which
Kriseman hopes is this year,
it will pave the way for
more.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Heritage Festival Series
From SALES, page 1

room, this is how it all
began...if you’re going to truly
appreciate and absorb what
[Sales] has to present, then
this is where he have to start.”
Sales was educated at the
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama and became involved
with the Southern Freedom movement. While
protesting a whites-only grocery store in August 1965, she
and some of her fellow activists were arrested and jailed
for six days.
Sales and a few others,
after their release, went to a
nearby store to purchase
sodas, where she was confronted and threatened by
Tom Coleman, who was
armed with a shotgun. When
Coleman leveled his gun at
Sales, Jonathan Daniels, one
of Sales’ companions and a
white Episcopal seminarian,
pushed her out of the way and
took full brunt of the gun blast.
He was killed instantly. Coleman also shot Father Richard
Morrisroe, a Catholic priest
and another of Sales’ companions that day.
Coleman claimed, according to Sales, that he acted in
self-defense and also acted in
an official capacity as
deputy in protecting the life
and property of the white female storeowner. When Coleman stood trial for the murder,
he was acquitted by an allwhite jury of his peers.
Sales went on to teach
courses on the C0ivil Rights
Movement and African-American women’s history at the
University of Maryland before
becoming affiliated with the
National Women’s Studies Association, and continues to be
a social activist.
Addressing the crowd,

Sales said she wanted everyone that night to think about
three questions: “Where have
we come from, where are we
going and how do we get
there? And by ‘we’ I want us to
think about it in two perspectives: as African Americans
and as a nation.”
Though it was termed the
“Civil Rights Movement” that
she joined as a student at
Tuskegee, Sales said she and
other African Americans were
really struggling for human
rights and human dignity. The
fact that it was reduced to “civil
rights” is a problem, she said,
as it explains “a lot of why we
are where we are today as a
community under siege.”
She recalled while working her first day in Lowndes
County, Ala., famed activist
Stokely Carmichael took
African Americans to the
courthouse to register to vote.
The white sheriff, she recalled, had threatened him,
saying if he didn’t get out of
here he’d be in hell tonight.
Sales noted that Carmichael,
not batting an eye, shot back
with, “Well, I’ll tell you one
thing,
hell
will
be
integrated tonight!”
She had never seen that
kind of raw courage, she said.
She saw more of that courage
in the local people of the
county, one of the bloodiest in
the nation during those times
of social unrest. The Southern
Freedom movement in the
South, Sales said, not only
changed their relationship to
white America, it changed
their relationship to each
other.
“For the first time in history, black people who were
sharecroppers, maids... who
could not read,” she said, “had

access to the public microphone... it was a revolutionary
process that turned the black
community upside down, as
well as the white community.”
She said when black
women in Montgomery, Ala.,
in the 1950s decided to boycott the buses; it was a working class revolution.
“It was really working
class black people who
changed the face of Montgomery,” she stated.
The Southern Freedom
movement changed the economic geography in this country, she said, as it was during
the movement that black people went from being sharecroppers to minimum wage
earners, and it was during this
movement that black people
went from having “no security
to social security.”
“That’s very important to
remember because if we don’t
understand the gains,” she affirmed, “the incredible gains
that we achieved as a people,
our expectations of what we
can accomplish will always be
low.”
It was not just the economic but also the social
change that was significant,
she said. African Americans
went from being pariahs and
“impure people” who were not
worthy of using certain bathrooms or dining at certain
lunch counters to people who
had access to facilities like
everyone else.
“We wanted to be fully
human,” she stressed, “we
wanted to have mobility and
access like every other race in
this country.”
Sales said when she
thinks about Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s famous
“Mountaintop” speech, she

believes he was not talking
about jobs, college degrees or
positions; she believe he was
talking about a higher level of
consciousness, where you
came to see the world differently, your relationship with
each other and your relationship with God. The mountaintop was calling us to a new
place of being, she explained,
and Dr. King imagined that
with this new sight we would
create the new world.
She stressed that she and
others in the Southern Freedom movement were “not
high on prosperity gospel” but
“high on liberation gospel,”
and went on to say that many
African Americans lost sight of
the true destination.
She denounced racist
America’s efforts to keep the
black community down, citing
policies in the 1970s engineered to break up the black
family, Ronald Reagan’s creation of the “myth” of the “welfare queen,” and the portrayal
of African Americans as drug
addicts, though statistics show
that 80 percent of drug users
in this country are white.
“Black faces became the
symbolic representation of the
drug dealer and drug addict,”
Sales said.
This portrayal gave the
world permission, she said, to
incarcerate our children, to
devastate our families because
at the heart of that image was
an image of a people who were
immoral who did not deserve
the fruits of democracy and citizenship. She then called out
the “empire” of televangelists who made millions and
the African Americans that allowed them to become their
spiritual leaders.
“Why is it that you would

turn to people who had created the system of enslavement and segregation,” she
asked, “why would you turn
your spirits over to those people today? We need to step
back a moment and take a
deep breath and ask ourselves
‘how come’ and ‘why?’”
She noted the lengthy sentences African Americans
were routinely given for druginvolved crimes, and then
mentioned a growing heroin
addiction problem in white
communities from New England down to North Carolina
and the West.
“Now, suddenly, drug addiction is an ‘illness,’ she
said with sarcasm.” Not a
crime, but an illness. So
money is being spent on many
levels to fight this growing illness. The people who are
using heroin, they’re not criminals, they’re ‘misunderstood.’
They’re ‘struggling to find
themselves.’ This is what
we’re up against.”
Even the black school system is a target, she said, citing
that in 1962, 38,000 AfricanAmerican teachers throughout the South were fired. And
in the 1970s you had black
kids never having a black
teacher, she said. This was a
severe disruption in intergenerational continuity.
“They don’t know us and
we don’t know them,” she
said. “That’s devastating to a

people whose backs are up
against the wall.”
Referencing police brutality against African Americans,
she noted that she has been
around the country and has
documented over 2,000 “statesanctioned murders,” as she
refers to them, since 2007.
Some policemen have served
in the military and even been
involved in overseas conflicts,
she said, and they have a tendency to view African Americans as enemy combatants
and employ the same strategies and tactics they would
use in war, such as a triangle
choke hold.
“It doesn’t matter if you’re
male or female,” she said
soberly, “the police have declared war on the AfricanAmerican community.”
Segregated housing is another dangerous area that no
one is talking about, she said,
as the pushing of African
Americans out of cities and
farther into isolated suburban
areas—where they don’t have
access to jobs or transportation—is a pressing issue.
She pointed out that the
very survival of African Americans depends on them coming out of the fantasy and
dealing with the realities of the
world we live in today, adding
it is a “very urgent period in
African-American history.”
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  


Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC eye
assOCiates
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

students
Professionals
adults
athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1
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Heritage Festival Series
From BLOW, page 1

In his 2014 memoir entitled “Fire Shut Up In My
Bones,” Blow recounts his
path from poverty in Gibsland, La., to the country’s
most esteemed newspaper.
The book was chosen last
year as summer reading for
Eckerd College’s first-year
students.
By way of introduction, the event’s moderator
Pastor Kenneth Irby, who
has known Blow for 25
years, told the room: “People are mesmerized by the
inspiration and insight that
he brings.”
Blow
has
helped
to chronicle the “Black
Lives Matter” movement,
which focuses on the
deaths of African Americans by law enforcement
officers, and opened with
his take on the meaning of
the phrase. When people
respond to “black lives matter” with the phrase “all
lives matter,” he said they
are not doing so as a statement of fact, because that
fact is easily and obviously
disproved as a matter of evidence.
“One can’t simply say,
‘all lives matter,’ he explained. “One has to
demonstrate to make it so.
And that means that people
whose lives America seems
to value more must demand that that statement
be proved true.”
He mentioned a recent

lecture on racial issues in
which a woman, who herself was white, conducted
an experiment with the audience and asked all the
white people who would
trade places with the way
black people are treated in
this country to stand up.
“No one stood,” he said.
“She asked them again.
Again, no one stood. And
then she says this: ‘This
shows me that you recognize that there is a problem, and you don’t want
that problem for yourselves.’”
“If all lives matter, why
did no one stand up,” Blow
asked rhetorically.
Blow noted that since
the deaths of Trayvon Martin, Jordan Davis, Michael
Brown and many others,
the nation has been engaged in a new discussion
of race, justice and civil
rights. The only reason that
these killings keep happening, he stated, is because
most of America tacitly approves.
One result is that
African Americans ask
themselves, “How can I be
safe in America if I cannot
be safe in my own body?” It
produces a feeling of
“nakedness and vulnerability,” and a fear that makes
people furious at the very
idea of having to be afraid,
he said. The likened the
black community’s reac-



tions
to
questionable
killings by police—”domestic terrorism”—as being
similar to America’s reaction to other forms of terrorism.
“How is it that we can
understand the extreme reaction by America as a
whole to the relatively exotic threat of terror,” he
said, “but demonstrate a
staggering lack of that understanding with black people in America [in the same
situation].”
Concerning the problem of drug usage, Blow
noted that the New York
Times reported recently
that though heroin abuse
has gone up in all demographics it has skyrocketed
among whites. “Nearly 90
percent of those who tried
heroin for the first time in
the last decade were
white,” he said.
As for the concern
shown now by officials and
politicians on the growing
problem, Blow wondered
where all the concern was
when young black lives
were falling victim to this
same drug abuse years
ago.
Concentrated poverty is
a direct result of structural
inequity, he said, and that
concentrated poverty is
marked by hopelessness,
desperation and crime.
People didn’t simply wake
up one day with a burning

desire to live in the poorest
and most violent parts of
our cities, but factors such
as generations of discriminatory employment practices created those powder
kegs.
The increase in sheer
numbers of interactions between the poor people and
the police creates friction
and “without fail, something eventually goes tragically wrong.”
‘All lives matter’ may be
one’s personal position,
Blow said, but until this
country values all lives
equally, it is reasonable and
necessary to specify the
lives it deems to value less.
Valerie Brimm, director
of Strategic Partnerships
with
Pinellas
County
Schools, arranged for students from Lakewood,
Gibbs, Northeast and
Clearwater High Schools
along with Bay Point Middle to attend the event. She
requested that one of the
sessions of the Heritage
Lecture Series be devoted
to young people.
The youth were part of
the Five Thousand Role
Models of Excellence mentoring program for males,
which was created to boost
the self-image, social skills
and academic performance
of selected young men,
and gives them the opportunity to interact with successful men from the

community.
Brimm said it was important that the young men
had the chance to listen to
the thought-provoking perspectives of an esteemed
guest like Blow.

“They got to the opportunity to hear, ‘I’m not the
problem,’” she stated, “and
I just think that is key.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Tampa Bay Black Heritage Festival celebrates 16 years
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

TAMPA — The Tampa
Bay Black Heritage Festival
is celebrating its 16th anniversary with a lively
music fest, food, business
vendors, an elegant gala,
prominent speakers, health
and financial seminars and
a golf tournament. The fun
kicks off Jan. 14.
Chairperson Ruby Jackson said that the 10-day festival, held in Tampa, is a
time to continue to celebrate and embrace the vision of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Founded by Dr.
Samuel Lamar Wright Sr. in
2000, it has grown from
four days to almost two
weeks.
“Dr. Wright and the
Tampa Bay Convention and
Visitors Bureau had a vision to raise awareness of
the African and AfricanAmerican heritage within
the Tampa Bay area and
surrounding communities,”
Jackson said.
The annual celebration,
which traditionally begins
the weekend before and
concludes the weekend
after Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, is a boost to the local
economy. It boasts of more
than 60,000 participants
yearly.
The Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival continues
to evolve and offer new and
unique experiences. For
the first time they will offer

an “All Things Tech” Technology Village to the twoday music fest Jan. 16-17. It
will showcase different
local businesses making a
difference in technology
and provide mentoring and
education to area youth.
The mission of the festival is to offer the communities in Tampa Bay a unique
blend of African and
African-American art, culture and history. Its goal is
to serve as a conduit for
promoting and perpetuating the art, culture and history of African Americans
and African people for the
benefit of all Tampa Bay
residents and tourists.
Jackson thanked the
City of Tampa, Hillsborough
County,
Fox13,
Nielsen, HCC MLK Day of
Service and all the other
sponsors, supporters, partners, board members, volunteers and the community
for continuing to support
the festival.
For more information go
to tampablackheritage.org
The Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival is comprised of several signature events including:
Jan. 16
5K Walk/Run to promote healthy living
Where: Curtis Dixon
Waterfront Park, 600 N.
Ashley Drive, Tampa
Time: Registration beings at 7 a.m. & walk/run
starts at 8-9:30 a.m.
Cost: Free but requires
registration

Jan. 16 & 17
Music Fest – R&B,
Hip Hop, Jazz
Continuous music all day
featuring national recording
singer/guitarist Jonathan
Butler on the 16th and Angie
Stone on the 17th. The
Music Fest will also have six
areas or “villages” for the
community to explore:
Artists Village: Local
and national artists showcasing their artwork
Authors Village: Meet
local and national authors
and book sale
Children’s
Village:
Face painting, storytelling,
educational activities, and
arts and crafts
Greek Village: A platform for undergraduates;
alumni sororities and fraternities who are part of the National Pan-Hellenic Council to
showcase their organization
and share information of their
community involvement.
Health Village: Adults
and children are offered free
health screenings for HIV,
diabetes,
hypertension,
glaucoma and many other
prevalent health concerns.
Corporate Village: Marketing opportunities for area
businesses
Where: Curtis Dixon
Waterfront Park, 600 N.
Ashley Drive, Tampa
Time: 10- 8 p.m.
Cost: Free
Jan. 18
TOBA 36th Annual
Dr. MLK Leadership
Breakfast
Speaker Adam Jefferson

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com

Richardson, 115th Bishop in
the African Methodist Episcopal Church
Where:
Downtown
Hilton Hotel, 211 N. Tampa
St., Tampa
Time: 6:45 a.m.
Cost: $35 individual /
$500 corporate tables (seats
10) Tickets will not be sold
at the door.
10th Annual Heritage
Golf at Classic Rogers
Park Golf Course
Where: Rogers Park
Golf Course, 7911 N. 30th
St., Tampa
Time: Registration begins at 10:30; game beings at
noon
Cost:
$95
Individual/$380
Foursome/$15
Lunch only
Jan. 20
Leadership Luncheon

Photo Credit: blackbloggersconnect.com

with featured speaker Dick
Gregory, civil rights activist,
social critic, writer, entrepreneur and comedian.
Where: University Area
Community Center Complex, 14013 North 22nd St.,
Tampa
Time: 11:30-1:30 p.m.
Cost: $20 Individual /
$200 Reserved Table of 8.
Contact 1-888-224-1733
Heritage Youth Night
featuring Ric Mathis, independent filmmaker and creator of the film “Black
Friday.”
Where: Howard W.
Blake High School of Arts,
1701 N. Boulevard Ave.,
Tampa
Time: 5:30pm
Cost: Free
Jan. 21
Tampa Bay Black

Heritage Gala featuring
songstress Avery Sunshine
and the Heritage Gala Comedy Hour. Semi-formal to
formal
Where: TPepin’s Hospitality Centre, 4121 North
50th St., Tampa
Time: 6:30-10:30 p.m.
Cost: $55 Individual/ $100
Couple / $480 Table of 8.
Jan. 22
Gospel Night: A musical celebration of the history
of the gospel songs and
hymns presented by top
local, regional, and national
musical talent.
Where: Hillsborough
Community College – Ybor
Campus Main Stage Theatre, 2001 N. 14th St., Tampa
Time: 7 p.m.
Cost: Free
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MLK event calendar
• THE 2ND ANNUAL CITY OF GULFPORT
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
“DAY OF SERVICE”
Saturday, Januar y 16
The Day of Service program is scheduled to
begin with an opening ceremony at 8:30 a.m. at
Tomlinson Lake Park, 19th Ave. & 54th St. S.,
Gulfport. Volunteers will be at their service
project destinations from 9 to noon, returning to
Tomlinson Lake Park for a losing ceremony and
a tasty appreciation picnic.
• 35th Annual MLK HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST FINALS
Thursday, Januar y 14, 7 p.m.
Students make their final oratorical
presentations at the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S. Free and open to the public.
Cosponsored by the MLK Commemorative
Celebration Committee Inc. and Alpha Phi
Alpha of St. Petersburg.
Contact: Lynette Buchanan, 727-893-7134.

 
  



• 31st Annual MLK DRUM MAJOR
FOR JUSTICE LEADERSHIP
AWARDS BANQUET
Friday, Januar y 15, 7 p.m.
St. Petersburg Bayfront Hilton, 333 First St. S.
Official opening of MLK week in Florida.
Keynote speaker and entertainment to be
announced. Tickets $45; available at Enoch Davis
Center and Looking Good Men’s Fashions.
Presented by the MLK Holiday and Legacy
Association, Inc.
Contact: MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com
or 727-388-9494 (leave a message).
• DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday, Januar y 17, 4 p.m.
Maximo Presbyterian Church, 3200 58th Ave.
S. Keynote speaker: Dr. Kanika Tomalin,
Deputy Mayor. Guest speaker: Angela Rouson,
president of National Council of Negro Women.
Presenting local choirs and winner of the
MLK Student Essay contest. Hosted by
St. Petersburg Interfaith Association, Inc.
• MLK WEEK CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
Sunday, Januar y 17, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Carter G. Woodson African American Museum,
2240 Ninth Ave. S.
• 30th Annual MLK LEADERSHIP
AWARDS BREAKFAST
Monday, Januar y 18, 7:30 a.m.
Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N. Individual
tickets, $25/advance; $30/door, available at
Coliseum Box Office. Keynote speaker: Dr.
Jamal Harrison Bryant. Contact: National
Council of Negro Women St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section, 727-896-6556 or
visit www.mlkbreakfast-stpete.com.
• 31st Annual MLK DRUM MAJOR
FOR JUSTICE NATIONAL PARADE
Monday, Januar y 18. 11 a.m.
Parade begins at Third Ave. S. and Dr. Martin
Luther King St., proceeds north to Central Ave.,
east to Bayshore Drive NE, and north to Fifth
Ave. NE, disbanding at Vinoy Park. Pick up
parade entry applications at Enoch Davis
Center, Campbell Park or Wildwood
Recreation Centers or online at
www.mlknationalparade.com. Contact: 727-388
9494 or MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com.
• NEW EVENT: MLK 2016 FAMILY
FUN FESTIVAL
Monday, Januar y 18
Immediately following the MLK Drum Major
for Justice Parade, approximately 2 to
7 p.m. East side of Tropicana Field, Parking
Lot 7A. Free admission. Free activities, games
and more. Live DJ music, entertainment,
recording artists and a Car Show. Food vendors
(items available for purchase). Free parking in
Trop Lot 6, enter from 1st Ave. S. near 14th St.
For more information or for vendors to register,
call 727-321-7919.

For more details about the MLK Holiday & Legacy
Association’s banquet or parade, contact the Holiday Legacy office at 727-388-9494 (leave a message); e-mail MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com or
visitwww.mlknationalparade.com.
For parade day vendor inquiries, contact Thomas
Huggins, 813-207-0003, or visit the MLK parade




  

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2016

13

RIGHT: King is sprawled
across the police desk
as his wife looks on
stunned. He was
arrested for loitering at
the Montgomery
Courthouse and
released when his
identity became known
to the police.

ABOVE: The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is welcomed
with a kiss by his wife Coretta after leaving court in
Montgomery, Ala., March 22, 1956. King was found
guilty of conspiracy to boycott city buses in a
campaign to desegregate the bus system, but a
judge suspended his $500 fine pending appeal

LEFT: Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested in Birmingham,
Alabama on April 12, 1963 for demonstrating without a permit. During
his 11 days in jail there, he wrote “Letter from Birmingham Jail” in
response to a letter published by Alabama clergymen that criticized
King’s use of jail time to demonstrate civil injustice.

LEFT: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
lying in state in Memphis as
his colleagues pay their
respects (right to left)
Andrew Young, Bernard Lee
and Rev. Ralph Abernathy.

RIGHT: Good Friday, 1963:
Fred Shuttlesworth, Ralph
Abernathy and Martin Luther
King, Jr. taking part in civil
rights demonstrations in
Birmingham.

LEFT: On April 4,
1968, Reverend
Martin Luther King
Jr. was standing
on the balcony of
the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis
Tennessee when
he was shot dead.
As news spread,
rioting broke out
across the
country.
ABOVE: Mom & Dad with Dexter, Martin 3rd and Bernice King
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

  





 



 

  













Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  




 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  




 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church







Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for January
Jan. 8 - St. Mark Monthly

Business Meeting – 7 p.m.
Jan. 16 - Gathering of the
Ladies at St. Mark – 4 p.m.
Jan. 19 - Church Outing:
True Light Missionary Baptist Church Pastor and
church’s Twenty-second Anniversary: 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 23 - New Membership Fellowship Dinner: 3-5
p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are in-

Friendship MBC
vited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Worship with your hands - Part 4
(stretching)
Worshipping with our
hands has meaning. Clapping
our hands symbolizes bringing things together in our
lives. Opening our hands in a
posture for prayer signifies
openness and receptivity to
divine unlimited ideas. Waving our hands changes the atmosphere and removes
negativity. Another form of
worshipping with our hands
is stretching forth our hands.
In Mark 3, Jesus healed
the man with the withered
hand. Jesus told the man to
stand up in the temple on the
Sabbath day and stretch forth
his hands. When he
stretched forth his hands, he
was made whole. Both hands
were identical; he no longer
had one withered hand. He

had two fully functioning
hands. Jesus, the Christ, is
calling us today to do the
same thing, stretch forth our
hands.
Stretching forth our
hands is a way to pray with
others for their highest good
and to support them in the
fulfillment of their hearts’ desires. When we stretch forth
our hands toward an individual, we are holding the vision
of their perfection and wholeness. We are seeing them as
God sees them as spiritual
beings: perfect, whole and
complete. As we stretch
forth our hands, we are releasing the healing light of
God’s love toward the person
so that they can be free from
sickness, pain, disease and

discomfort.
When several members
within a congregation stretch
forth their hands toward an
individual, we are empowering the person to overcome
the obstacles of low self-esteem, guilt, shame, condemnation, poor self-worth and
lack of self-image. Stretching
forth our hands collectively
also breaks chains of
bondage and liberates people
from addictions that they
may have struggled with for
years such as sex, drugs,
smoking, gambling, cigarettes, etc. There is power in
our hands. Let’s use our
hands to manifest God’s
power in the earth.

Invitation Sunday at the
Ship The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, which is often
referred to as “The Ship”, will
hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am or the
10:45 am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am.“Wednesday
in the Word” from noon until 1
pm (the best one hour of your
day) and “Prayer and Wednesday in the Word” at 7 pm - The
community is welcome to join
us. You don’t want to miss any of
our “Wednesday in the Word”
studies in God’s word and hot it
relates in your daily walk. The
public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will
find that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement
for all mankind. The Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship. Continue to lift up in Prayer
for the Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Young People, Men/Women in
Uniform, and Bereaved Families
that are amongst us.
January at a glance
Sun., Jan. 17 at 10:45 am –
Installation of all church officers
and ministry leaders - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (observed)

Ministries open-house both
services. See Sis. Sharon Wilson
if further Instructions are requested.
Mon., Jan. 18 - Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day - be of service to someone in need in your
community today.
“Members Who Have Gone
From Labor to Reward in 2015”
Sis. Lucille Black - Bro.
Henry Allen Boyd, III - Sis.
Katherine J. Burr - Bro. Arlanzo
Byrd Sis.Veronica Byrd Latimore - Bro. Charles Cheatum Bro. David Copeland - Sis. Diane
Douglas Bro. Robert I. (Sonny)
Henderson - Bro. O.C. Houston
- Sis. Beverly Jackson - Sis. Hattie Lee Newkirk Jones Sis. Patricia Ann Fikes-Lamb - Sis.
Barbara Jean Lynch - Min.
Renee Miller - Bro. Thomas
(Tom) Papaleo Sis. Carrie B.
Rivers - Sis. Daisy Robinson Bro. George Robinson - Sis.
Carneatha (Connie) Sierman
Bro. Eugene Simmons - Sis.
Dorothy Taylor
2nd Annual Memorial Celebration will be the Fifth Sun.,
Jan. 31 at the 8:45 am Worship
Service, Friendship Cordially Invites the Families, Friends and
Community to Attend this Memorial Tribute.
Sun., Jan. 31, 8 am Church
School, 8:45 am Worship Serv-

ice – This is a fifth Sunday
schedule only.
Thought for the Week: We
must develop and maintain the
capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is
devoid of the power to love.
There is some good in the worst
of us and some evil in the best of
us. When we discover this, we
are less prone to hate our enemies. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr..
Don’t let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us by the
following methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg,
Fla. 33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK
on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at
the top of the Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and leave your information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project which is underway.
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